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Celebrating Climate Action
From All Levels of Government

Clean Air Partnership (CAP)
• CAP is a charitable environmental
organization whose goal is to help
municipalities become more
sustainable, resilient, and vibrant
communities where resources are
used efficiently, the air is clean to
breathe and greenhouse gas
emissions are minimized.
• CAP serves as the secretariat for the
Clean Air Council.

What is the Clean Air Council?
• Network of 29 municipalities and health units from
across the Greater Toronto, Hamilton and
Southwestern Ontario area.
• Represents over 60% of Ontario’s population.
• Works collaboratively on development and
implementation of clean air, and climate change
mitigation and resilience actions.
• Municipalities benefit from actions that reduce
energy use, reduce emissions, make the movement
of people and goods more efficient, and make
communities more livable, competitive and resilient.
• Priority actions of the CAC are determined by CAC
member municipalities.

CAC Member Jurisdictions
Ajax, Town of
Aurora, Town of
Brampton, City of
Burlington, City of
Caledon, Town of
Clarington, Municipality of
Durham, Regional Municipality of
East Gwillimbury, Town of
Guelph, City of
Halton, Regional Municipality of
Halton Hills, Town of
Hamilton, City of
King, Township of
London, City of

Markham, City of
Mississauga, City of
Newmarket, Town of
Oakville, Town of
Oshawa, City of
Peel, Regional Municipality of
Pickering, City of
Richmond Hill, Town of
Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit
Toronto, City of
Vaughan, City of
Waterloo, Region of
Whitby, Town of
Windsor, City of
York, Regional Municipality of

Benefits of Collaboration
• Saves staff time during the design, planning
and implementation stages.
• “Who else is doing that, what did it cost,
what did it achieve”?
• Each jurisdiction allocating staff resources to
research that individually is prohibitive and
wasteful.
• Sharing experiences and lessons learned
reduces the need to recreate the wheel and
mistakes .
• Allows for the ability to do more with less.

What We Have Been Up To and
What Has Been Achieved Over The Last Year
• Clean Air Council Consultations (Climate Change Plan, Cap & Trade,
Climate Change Organization; Municipal Act/City of Toronto Act; Growth
and Land Use Plans; Energy & Water Disclosure; and Ontario Building
Code
• Corporate Energy Efficiency Community of Practice (sharing of lessons
learned, case study sharing, network building, etc)
• Green Development Standards and Net Zero Housing/Communities
• Environmental Programming for Schools – Increasing Collaboration with
EcoSchools
• Lessons from other jurisdictions on building code, municipal support and
action and energy efficiency retrofits (in particular British Columbia,
California, Vermont)

What We Have Been Up To and
What Has Been Achieved Over The Last Year
• Complete Streets & Active Transportation
• Green Infrastructure, LID, Ecological Accounting
and Assessments
• Community Energy (support for development and
implementation of CEPs/MEPs)
• Highlighting the Clean Air and Climate Change
Actions of CAC Members
• Climate Change Resilience (municipal decision
making, extreme weather, infrastructure
decisions, regional collaboration, inter
dependencies)

CAC Actions and Aimed For
Outcomes in the Coming Year
• Green Procurement Policies & Actions Sharing
• Growth Plan and Climate Change Plan
Implementation Challenges and Synergies
• Green Fleet Plan Revitalization
• Renewable Natural Gas
• Local Food, Community Gardening & Urban
Agriculture Policies & Actions
• Environmental Education Programming
• Green Infrastructure Road Map

CAC Actions and Aimed For
Outcomes in the Coming Year
•
•
•
•

Regional Transportation & Freight
Innovative Financing Mechanisms
Complete Streets & Active Transportation
Community Energy Planning and
Implementation Challenges (Stakeholder
Engagement, Planning Alignment and Financing)
• Energy Efficiency Retrofit Program & Local
Improvement Charges
• Green Development Standards Community of
Practice
• Ontario Building Code Consultations

Bringing Climate Change into Official Plans
It could be that it requires municipalities to:
• Develop, adopt and implement Climate Change Mitigation and
Adaptation Plans;
• Have an identified target and timeline associated with that target;
• Undertake progress reports related to implementation of those
plans;
• Have those Plans integrated and referenced within Official Plans; and
• That all council reports where relevant/material shall have a section
to identify how this municipal decision item can support or hinder
progress on said Climate Action Plans.

Adaptation Goals
Priority Policy Goal as Identified By the Clean Air Council.

Integrate a “greenhouse gas reduction and adaptation lens” to
funding, infrastructure processes and decision making, including
technical support for municipalities in the development of climate
change adaptation plans.

Adaptation Clean Air Council Feedback
• Future climate projections and impacts are necessary,
but data is insufficient to ensure it gets factored into
decision making.
• Increased support and capacity building for analysis of
the data is greatly needed.
• A framework and requirements for incorporating climate
into municipal decision making is required.
• Climate change considerations in infrastructure funding
and decision making is needed to be publicly reported
on in order to ensure accountability, transparency and
implementation progress.
• A financing mechanism will be required to ensure that
no one level of government is unduly burdened with
financing resilience in an inequitable manner.

How to Act on Resilience Priorities
• Climate Change Methodology Toolkits are required for various
sectors: Public Health (MOHLTC has developed one), Public Works &
Infrastructure Services, Planning, Emergency Services,
Transportation, Finance Officers, Council, etc..
• Training and capacity programs (online/in-person) should
accompany these Toolkits and they should be aligned with
professional accreditation.
• Education and awareness building for the public is also key to
increasing the ability for climate change to be factored into decision
making.
• Other sectors would also need to be able to advance their decision
making taking climate change into consideration within their
decision making (for example telecom, transportation, utilities, etc..)
• Further exploration is necessary to identify cross dependency
between various sectors and their various Action Plans.

Importance of Municipal Climate Action
• Over 60% of Ontario emissions originate in Ontario’s urban and suburban communities.
50% for buildings; 45% from transportation; balance from waste.
• Canada and Ontario cannot achieve its 2020, 2030 or ambitious 80% by 2050 target
without concerted action within our communities.
• The benefits of taking action on climate are tangible, immediate and vast but we don’t
talk about that as much as we really should. What is good for people and job growth is
also good for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and fighting climate change.
• CAC Consultations….Heard loud and clear…
• Opportunities can be realized by local governments but there is an important role for
provincial and federal government to create the policy framework that will enable and
empower municipalities to invest and innovate.
• CAC members want to develop a long term collaboration among municipalities, various
Ontario ministries and Government of Canada departments to explore and advance
low-carbon actions.

Municipal Climate Leadership
• Goal is to undertake a consultation and interview process with
elected officials to determine the demand (or lack thereof) for a
Municipal Champions for Climate Action Network. If there is interest
find out more about:
• Who should it target?
• What would Municipal Champions want this network to focus on?
• What would they want it to do?
• What would they want to it achieve?
• How would they like to participate in it?

Thank You for Joining Us!
• Thanks to all CAC Members for all their hard work
• Thanks to the City of Toronto for hosting and their ongoing support
for the Clean Air Council
• Lunch is up in Members Lounge
• If you have any suggestions, comments, feedback on Clean Air Council
actions please do let us know.
• Gabriella Kalapos – 416-338-1288 or
gkalapos@cleanairpartnership.org

