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King County, WashingtonKing County, Washington

–– On Puget Sound in Washington On Puget Sound in Washington 
StateState

–– 2,134 square miles, nearly twice 2,134 square miles, nearly twice 
as large as the average county as large as the average county 
in the USin the US

–– More than 1.8 million people, More than 1.8 million people, 
13th most populous county in 13th most populous county in 
the nation, more populous than the nation, more populous than 
13 states (including Nebraska, 13 states (including Nebraska, 
Maine and New Hampshire) Maine and New Hampshire) 

–– 16,000 employees and a $3.5B 16,000 employees and a $3.5B 
annual budgetannual budget

Key Regional Services
• Wastewater treatment
• Solid waste disposal
• Transit service
• Flood control 
• Regional parks, trails and open space
• District & Superior Courts
• Prosecutor & public defense
• Jail
• Public health for city & county
• Tax assessment
• Human services & housing 

Key Local Services
• Roads
• Stormwater management
• Zoning, permitting and code 
enforcement
• Sheriff
• Ag and Forestry Programs
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King County "Government" Emissions
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PRIMARY IMPACTSPRIMARY IMPACTS

•• Water SupplyWater Supply
•• SalmonSalmon
•• ForestForest
•• AgricultureAgriculture
•• StormwaterStormwater, Flooding, Wastewater, Flooding, Wastewater
•• RoadsRoads
•• Public HealthPublic Health
•• HydropowerHydropower
•• CoastalCoastal



KING COUNTY AND REGION’S KING COUNTY AND REGION’S 
HISTORIC INVOLVEMENT HISTORIC INVOLVEMENT 

1.1. Ordinances and Motions:Ordinances and Motions:

•• 1988 King County Council Proposed 1988 King County Council Proposed 
MotionMotion

•• 2002 King County Executive Order2002 King County Executive Order
•• 2002 King County Council Motion2002 King County Council Motion
•• 2006 King County Executive Orders2006 King County Executive Orders
•• 2006 King County State of County Speech2006 King County State of County Speech



KING COUNTY AND REGION’S HISTORIC KING COUNTY AND REGION’S HISTORIC 
INVOLVEMENT INVOLVEMENT –– CONTINUEDCONTINUED

2.2. State and Local InitiativesState and Local Initiatives
•• Seattle 2000 Earth Day ResolutionSeattle 2000 Earth Day Resolution
•• West Coast Governors’ InitiativeWest Coast Governors’ Initiative
•• Puget Sound Clean Air Agency’s Climate Puget Sound Clean Air Agency’s Climate 

Stakeholder ProcessStakeholder Process
•• State Legislation 2004, 2005, 2006State Legislation 2004, 2005, 2006
•• Seattle Kyoto Resolution 2005 and 2006Seattle Kyoto Resolution 2005 and 2006

Gore Presentations/FilmsGore Presentations/Films
Laurie David’s “Too Hot Not to Handle”Laurie David’s “Too Hot Not to Handle”



KING COUNTY AND REGION’S HISTORIC KING COUNTY AND REGION’S HISTORIC 
INVOLVEMENT INVOLVEMENT -- CONTINUEDCONTINUED

3.3. Universities, NonUniversities, Non--Profits, National LabsProfits, National Labs
•• University of Washington’s Climate Impacts University of Washington’s Climate Impacts 

GroupGroup
•• Washington State University Energy and Biomass Washington State University Energy and Biomass 

ProgramProgram
•• Pacific Northwest National LabPacific Northwest National Lab
•• Climate SolutionsClimate Solutions
•• Sierra Club’s “Cool Cities”Sierra Club’s “Cool Cities”
•• Healthy PrioritiesHealthy Priorities
•• Washington Association of Churches Earth Washington Association of Churches Earth 

MinistryMinistry
•• Labor Council, Apollo AllianceLabor Council, Apollo Alliance



LOCAL BUSINESSES INVOLVEDLOCAL BUSINESSES INVOLVED

•• StarbucksStarbucks
•• REIREI
•• LaFarge CementLaFarge Cement
•• University of WashingtonUniversity of Washington
•• wind industrywind industry
•• biofuelsbiofuels
•• solarsolar



Seattle Post 
Intelligencer article, 
November 13, 2003







KING COUNTY CLIMATE INITIATIVEKING COUNTY CLIMATE INITIATIVE

••InventoriesInventories
••Mitigation ProjectsMitigation Projects
••Adaptation ProgramAdaptation Program
••Policies:  National, State, and Policies:  National, State, and 
RegionalRegional

••EducationEducation

Five Areas:



Christine Todd Whitman and Ron Sims



MITIGATION MITIGATION --vsvs-- ADAPTATIONADAPTATION

Trade Offs:Trade Offs:
•• Can’t mitigate if scope is still unfoldingCan’t mitigate if scope is still unfolding
•• Some impacts inevitable.  Delaying adaptation extremely Some impacts inevitable.  Delaying adaptation extremely 

costlycostly
•• Project example:  Black Rock ReservoirProject example:  Black Rock Reservoir

History:History:
•• FrameWorkFrameWork Institute’s “Talking Global Warming”Institute’s “Talking Global Warming”
•• Solutions FirstSolutions First
•• Adaptation ConferenceAdaptation Conference
•• State’s focus on storageState’s focus on storage
•• ICLEI’sICLEI’s transitiontransition
•• Yale ConferenceYale Conference
•• Activities around the globe:  Jennifer Penny’s presentationActivities around the globe:  Jennifer Penny’s presentation



EVOLUTION OF WORKEVOLUTION OF WORK
ON ADAPTATIONON ADAPTATION

•• Impacts inevitableImpacts inevitable
•• Hire UW for conferenceHire UW for conference
•• Conference preparationConference preparation
•• Sold out conferenceSold out conference
•• Conference summariesConference summaries
•• Collaboration with UW, now ICLEICollaboration with UW, now ICLEI



“GOOD GOVERNMENT” BENEFITS “GOOD GOVERNMENT” BENEFITS 
MITIGATION & ADAPTATIONMITIGATION & ADAPTATION

Waste to ResourcesWaste to Resources
•• Cedar HillsCedar Hills
•• Wastewater/Reclaimed WaterWastewater/Reclaimed Water
•• Manure ProjectManure Project

PreservationPreservation
•• Farmland Preservation ProgramFarmland Preservation Program
•• Snoqualmie Tree FarmSnoqualmie Tree Farm
•• Growth ManagementGrowth Management
•• Salmon RestorationSalmon Restoration
•• Flood PlanFlood Plan

TransportationTransportation
•• Bus ExpansionBus Expansion
•• Sound TransitSound Transit
•• BiofuelsBiofuels and Hybridsand Hybrids



OUTLINE OFOUTLINE OF
ADAPTATION GUIDEBOOKADAPTATION GUIDEBOOK

•• Foreword:  Contribution by thirdForeword:  Contribution by third--partyparty
•• The View from the Policy Community: Mitigation The View from the Policy Community: Mitigation --vsvs--

AdaptationAdaptation
•• Testimonials from business representatives and other Testimonials from business representatives and other 

highhigh--profile regional sector leadersprofile regional sector leaders
•• Raising, maintaining, and motivating interest in Raising, maintaining, and motivating interest in 

preparing for climate changepreparing for climate change
•• Create a Climate Change Adaptation “Team”Create a Climate Change Adaptation “Team”
•• Review current policies and proceduresReview current policies and procedures
•• Identify jurisdictional authorities for building adaptive Identify jurisdictional authorities for building adaptive 

capacitycapacity
•• Adaptation strategiesAdaptation strategies
•• To the futureTo the future



DIFFICULTIES, OBSTACLESDIFFICULTIES, OBSTACLES
AND OPPORTUNITIESAND OPPORTUNITIES

•• Elected officialsElected officials
•• Wins and losses (Wins and losses (biodieselbiodiesel, cement), cement)
•• PersistentPersistent
•• EconomicsEconomics

Stating the Obvious:



YESYES

Contact info:  doug.howell@metrokc.gov - 206-263-6295

DO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS DO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
REALLY MAKE A DIFFERENCE?REALLY MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

ABSOLUTELY YESABSOLUTELY YES


